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Socialist Party. These terms were that the Austrian Nazis' rights as
a political party should be fully restored; that all measures against
the leaders and members of the party should be withdrawn; that they
should be given immediate representation in the Cabinet in propor-
tion to the party's strength; and that elections should be held without
delay and a new Government formed in accordance with the verdict
of the polls. Two days later the German Minister in Vienna ap-
proached Dr. Dollfuss and asked for his views on the possibility of
coming to an understanding. The Chancellor replied that he much
regretted the conflict with Germany and would welcome any steps
that could be taken to bring it to an end. His conditions for a settle-
ment were that all unfriendly acts against Austria must cease, that
Germany must recognize Austria's free and independent status and
her right to self-determination, and that Germany must also recognize
that the Austrian Government could not permit the existence of
a political party which took its directions from abroad.1

The terms of settlement put forward respectively by the Nazi
Inspector for Austria and the Austrian Chancellor did not appear to
cover much common ground, but the attempt to promote a detente
continued during the autumn, through the medium of conversations
between private persons who were in touch with the authorities in
Austria and in Germany. In December it was suggested to Dr. Doll-
fuss that the efforts to come to an understanding would have a better
chance of success if conversations between himself and Herr Habicht
could be arranged. Dr. Dollfuss let it be known that he would not
refuse an interview to Herr Habicht, in spite of the part which he
had been playing in the struggle, if he could be certain that Herr
Habicht was entering into these negotiations with Herr Hitler's
knowledge and consent and that he had authority to conclude a
settlement. An assurance that Herr Habicht could be considered as
the Fiihrer's representative in the proposed negotiations was given
to the Austrian Minister in Berlin by the German Minister for Foreign
Affairs, and an interview between Dr. Dollfuss and Herr Habicht was
arranged for the 8th January, 1934. In the meantime, however, a
new series of Nazi outrages had begun in Austria, and these con-
tinued up to the eve of the day fixed for the conversations with Herr
Habicht. The Chancellor decided2 that it was impossible to negotiate
with a Nazi emissary in these circumstances, and Herr Habicht, who

1 See the Brown Book, Beitrdge swr VorgescMchte und GeschicTite der JuLi-
reuoUe, pp. 47-8.

3 On the advice, it was said, of Major Fey. Dr. Dollfuss himself was believed
to have been in favour of going on with the negotiations.